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Saint Yared, the great E thmpi i scholar, was born on Mega- " -_a.h
bit 27,493 E.C.) / Apnl 5, 501 in the ancient city of Ak- T
- sum. His father's name was Adam, and his mother was
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was assigned to be his teacher. However, he turned out to be a poor learner
and, as a result, he was senrt back to his parents. While he was staving home,
his father passed away. Then his mother asked her brother, Aba Gedeon, a
well-known priest-scholar in the church of Aksum Zion, to adopt her son and
send him to school.

Aba Gedeon taught The Old and New Testaments. He also translated these
and other sacred texts to Ge'ez from Greek, Hebrew and Arabic sources.
Even though Aba Gedeon allowed St. Yared to live and study with him, it
took the young boy a long time to complete learning the Psalms. He could ikimedia commons 4 v
not compete with the other students, despite the constant advice he was re- ¥ ; _,.;‘:i;h
ceiving from his uncle. In fact, he was such a slow learner that kids used to t

mock him. His uncle was so impatient that he gave him several lashes for his graduated to become a Deacon. He was fluent in Hebrew and Greek, apart from
inability to compete with his peers. Ge'ex. Yared became as educated as his uncle was, and he later assumed the position
Realizing his poor performance, Yared left school and went to Medebary, a of his uncle when he died.

town where another uncle resided. On his way to Medebay, not far from Ak~ Yared's Zema is mythologized and sacralized to the extent that the composition is
sum, he was forced to seek shelter under a tree from a heavy rain, in a 'I"!lﬂ[.:l_' Seerl as i SP”"—I'“] gifr from heaven. One version of the mj.'rl‘u.}li:-f_‘,:r is pmscmud in
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called Maikrah. While he was leaning against the tree, he was immersed in Ethiopian book Siukisar, a philosophical treatise, as follows: "When God sought
thoughts about his poor academic performance. Suddenly, he noticed an ant praise on earth, he sent down birds from heaven in the images of angels so that they
which was TTT.I['IQ to climb the tree with a load Uf a seed, The ant Eﬂrrﬂ'il‘tg i would teach Yared the music of the heavens in [:.’_\Icz ]ﬂnguagcl

pILLL of food item made six 2 attempts to climb the tree, but without success. With his song, he ij,‘-ud the natural world, the heavens and Zion. He called the song
However, at the seventh trial, the ant was able to climb the tree and unloaded  Aaplese Aryam, which means the highest, referring to the seventh gates of heaven,

the food item at its destination. Yared was impressed by the determination of  where God resides. Yared, guided by the Holy Spirit, saw the angels playing drums,
the ant. He then pondered why he lacked patience to succeed in his own stud- horns, sistra, Masinko, the harp and tau-cross staff instruments to accompany their
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He learned a valuable lesson from the ant. In fact, he cried hard and then un- 374 chants.

derwent self-evaluation. The ant became his source of inspiration and he de- The chants are usually recited in conjunction with aquaguam or sacred dance. The fol-
cided to return back to school. He realized that he had received valuable ad- lowing instruments are used for Zema and aguagram combination: Tau-cross staff, sis-

vice from his uncle to guide him in life. He begged Aba Gedeon to forgive tra and drum. St. Yared pioneered an enduring tradition of Zema. Aguaguan and Qene.
him for his past carelessness and give him one more chance. These are musical, dance and literary traditions that continue to inform the spiritual

His teacher, Aba Gedeon then began to teach him the Psalms. Not only was  and material well-being of a significant segment of the Ethiopian population.

Yared taking the lessons, but every day he would stop at Aksum Zion church  S¢. Yared died at the age of 66 on May 20, 571 A.D. in a cave below the Semien

to pray to God to show him the ]ight. His prayer was answered and he turned Mountains where he used to teach.

out to be a good student. Within a short period of time, he showed a remark-  This biographical sketch is an abridged & slightly edited version of S Yared - the great Ethigpian compaser.
able progress and his friends noticed the change in him. They were impressed By Ayele Bekerie. Tadias Online Magazine. August 09, 2008. repanted here with permission. Other
and started to admire him. He c:;mplctc-‘.l the Old and New Testaments at a sources used to compile the above biographical skerch are:

- ] x Ethiopian civilizanon. By Bela Gedat, hetp:/ /wew.st-gebnceloreg /Styared /gab_vared_music.htm
much faster pace. He also finished the rest of lessons ahead of schedule and o i : h B B /= BA0-) i
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